= of Captain _. 

STEPHEN RICH 

Commander of the ST A TE Packet 
Barques, and Poſt-Maſter of Dublin, to a ſcan- 


. dalous Information of Evan Vaughan, late 
Poſt-Maſter of the ſame City. 


FEW Hat on the third of July 1646. a Packet of Letters 


op were delivered unto Captain Stephen Rich, by Cap- 

STI tain /fathew 004, to be tranſported from {reland 

tro the Parliament of Exg/and, with Order for all 

AS poſſible diligence, anddiſpatch, intimating that the 

DP Lecters were of great concernment touching the 

Publick-weale and lafery of both Kingdomes, but 

molt in Particu/ar concerning the fad condition of the gadly and weil- 

affected Engliſh Proteſtants in D4bl:z, thar Captain Rzch out of diſtruſt, 

that ſomething might be written to his diſadvantage, did break open that 

Packer, and did nor deliver the Lecters, but threw then behind his Cz- 

bine where being found by ſome well-affcRed:of the Company they took 
Copies of them, which I humbly prelent to your honours view. 

To the fir this defendavr faith ; 

That he was not Poſt-maſter at the ſame time when Captain Mathew 
Wood delivered to this Defendant the Letters in the Information 
mentioned, or intended and therefoxe conceiveth himfelfe under fa- 
your not to be chargeable therewith, and humbly prayeth the Joronens 
of this honourable Committee, whether he ſhall be compelled zo make 
any further Aniwer to this particular Charge being charged again him, 
as a miſdemeanour in his In;rloyment before he had it ; Howloeyer hee 
this Defendant, for full ſatisfaRtion of _ honourable Committee, fad 


(z) 
and acknowledgeth, Thar true it is, that about that rime hee received. 


ſome Letters from:Captain Wd. which he defired might be ſent accor-- 

ing*o the di theteof 15Pefgridanzaut of hs for. 

'ro furtheFany that cing.toche gqod of the Stape,, did. 

| | the fd cyanide with his own I.cxters;i Ar. 
ant 


3, 

:N cams thi vingDrder to- obſerve the, Command; of 
Collonell Mitton, was at hs arriyall-at Helr-head ſent tor into ( ar- 

»arvan-(hire, where he was Forced toend his duty, whereby hee was 
conſtrained to commit the Conveyance of the ſaid Letters with his own 

Letrers, to the” Care of the Maſter of the Ship, and «the Miniſter men 

found-hone#t in as great a trufl, to- be fent by the firſt opportunitie, that 

could;be, no Poſt being then ſetled at: Ho/z-head. But this Defendent 

doth deny that he broke open any of the ſaid Letters delivercd to him by 
the faid Captajn,Poed, or had any diſtraft that any thing was written 
thereinto his difdvantage, nor had he any cauſe fo to' doe, and Fith 
that if any ofthe ſaid Ships Company did open any 'of the faid Letters, 
or took any Copies thereof, the 70s 1s alrogecher unknown unto him, 
this Defendant; neither did, or doth he this Defendant know what any 
of the{aid Letrers did eancern,” Arid truly it the partyWho' pretttids co 
be privie thereumo had acquainted him this Detendaiix whqiawith? hee 
this defendant would have examined the ſame, and ptunthed the Officn- 
ders. and cherefore conceives rh&fatd party was much x0 blame. tO con» 
ceale the ſameall this while, bein$three years, if he knew the \State was 
concerne}rhercin, And ablo hopeth; rhat he ſhall norſuffer-for. any wil- 


pe: , *UE.6 : . . "hk oy . : 
eartiage theran, it bethg ir his able1)ce during his employment in the 


Publick bufineſle, he having done his fatcermoſ{ 'endeavour: for the Con- 
veyance thereof; 


2, Thatin Augu/t 1649, Captaine Rich came to Holy-head with. 
the Poſi-Barque, where a Packer from the Pattiament fayed for tran(- 
portation, but he lefe the Packer there, and went with the Barque to Che- 
fter water upon his own occaſions, by which meancs the States ſervice 
was neeleed, and the Barque Hike to be loft, ' 

To the ſecond Charge, this defendant ſaith, that about the time there- 
1 nenaoned, he this Defendant was at Hoty-head, to fee if there were 
any Packer there from the Scare, and finding-none, hut only the ordina- 
rp Lener Packet in a leather bagge, This Defendant conceived it his du-. 
ty-rather-to-goe to (hefter to leerf Malter Valley, the: States Agent! had 
any-ſerviceto command him for the Publick, then to returne only with 
the M:rchants Lereers; which this Defendant then 'left to be carryed by 
azother Barque; then bound for Dublin from Holj-head, Fm 
; | Defendant 


(33 
Defendant deniech that he Fe. 5 * "HON upon hn ovih occaſi- 
or otherwiſe then upon the diſcharge of the dury of his place fc. 
publike ſervice, wherein qr "oj tadmiſcarryet; ebis 1 | 
muſt hayc borne the lofle of jt himicel, | — 


- 3. That in Ofober 1648., The Barquts was Commanded by Col- 
lonel Javes for Cheſter-warer to bring over the Packers, but coumrarily 
went to Holy-head, where the Maſter took a fraighe, and returned to Dis 
#1;z without a Packet, by which means thePackert were {ett ar Chiſter, 
The Goyernour waming his Incelligence. co che yreat prejudice of che 


Scate, ' 

To the third Charge this Defendent faith that'at the time theremmen- 
tioned the Srage was letled at Holyhead, and che Packers there conſtant- 
ly received, Soas their Is no probability, that che States Terters ſhoult 
beſtayed at C beſter for rhe Poſt Barqucs-to carry them, when 'of coutle 
they weir be ſent by Land ro Holyhead, N94 


.- "4. Thatin December 1643, The Informar delivered « Packer #6 


Daxicll Nixon the Matter of the Poſt Bargue; with Comihand from the 

Govetnour to. goe for . Cheſtey-water withall pdfſible expedition, but 
Nixon contrary to Order loſt that Night Tyde, deing then buſie aboue 
affaires for Caprain. Kich or his own. advantage, the-Barquie bting faden 
with heavy goods could not get off till full Sea, whereof the Informar 
getting knowledge in the next Morning, and perceiving the Barque was 
bound-for Holy-bead, was compeiled to ſend the Packet aboard, Cap. 
rain Clarke then riding in the Bay of D#b/, to the hazard of loofmg 
both Packet and Boatemen by ſtormy weather, which if the Informar 
had not done the State might have bolt chat Intell igence, the Pyrates be. 
ifig then bulie at Sea. | JOSE: 

To the Fourth he this Defendent faith, That he doth not know of a. 
ny loſſe of a Tyde as thereby is pretended, nor that his Maſter the ſaid 
Nixon lolt his Tyde- or neglected any Commands from Coltenet "Jones, 
and farth he was not Ingage to receive Commards from. the Tnformer, 
nor did his Inſtructions require him to- atrend the private but the pub- 
like Packer, yet in caſe that part of the Information had been true, the 
Informer confeſſeth the weather grew foule, and the Pyrates did infeR 
the paſſage, which might be good - Inducements to the- Maſter at that 
time, not to run head long into danger, and this Defendent lajthhe dorh 
not know that Njxen'was then butied! about any of 'the affairs of this 
Defendant,  . robes 3b nas 203 SD age" | 

BTLRS; A. 2 5, That 


(4) PPT 
**  $, + Fhat'riots long after Captain [Rich ſhould. have ſent the: Poſt 
\Barque co/Chefter ; burfor his own advanrage withour his Informates 
knowledge ſengher to: Haſz-bead ro untade goods kept aboard her two 
months, and Ieft the Packet behind, and {tayed at Holj-bead three weeks 
and went thence to Cheſter, and loaded with Coales, and thence 1erur- 
.ned wittiche Packer ofrhe 1:6'of Fonz), ahd\pur it againe to H4cly- 
head the Wind beirig faire-and'tooke m -more goods, by which means 
the Barque wastaken, rhePacker1oſt and thoterabeard undone, L 
. - TotheFifth charge this Defendant ſaith, He knowech# nothing theres 
gf, he beitg thenhereattending therStare;neithgr did he ever: heace that 
Collonel Janes did Command the Barques for Clyſter-water, and 4aik 
he canceiveth it was lus duty tb deliver :the Packers at Ho/z.hedd, only 
ſincethe Stage was there {erled, and ſaith if the: then Maſtcr of. the ſaid 
Barque did 10'his this Detendams: abſence -any of the matters herein 
charged as again{ithisDefendenty the fame was without his this De 
fendants knowledge or privity, and this Defchgant 18 thereby become 2 
oreat ſufferer in the lofſe of his Barque, which coſt him atmuch as a 
whole years Wages amount unts, and as to the Prejudice prerended to 
bedone ta the;Publicks ſervice in-any of the particulars here complai- 
ned of, this Detendauc hopeth irfhath be taken ag. in eruth-x 1-24 _meeie 
ſurmiſcof bis adverlaries to ſupplant him in his-emptoyment.: Since nei=. 
ther Lieutenant Generall Joves nor Maſter Walle3-did ever Cueſtion-the 
ſame to this Defendants: knowledge, nor acquainted this Defendant 
therewith, or complained to the Stare therein; but on rhe cqarraty- have 
vive; Teſtimony of this-Defendants readinefle and dilligence at. all rimes: 
to obſerve their-Commands,- ide their Certificates. | 


6..-Thatthe ſeverall Packets .of che 6.1/3 20. and' 27. of Febs ray 
1648, Did not arrive at D«blin till the 23 of April 1649. For want 
of z Poſt Bztque to traniport them, notwithſtanding the ſaid Rrc/ being 
bound ay albcimes to have a Barque in readinefle for the tervice. 

- As tathe Sixth;charge as tothe long flay of the ſeveroll Packets there- 
i1,anen:i ned this Defendant fauh they were cnly the Mzrchanrs Packets, 
and howlioeyer could not receive a quicker conveyance from this De-: 
fen:iant, if he wovld have taken upon him the carriage thetcof out of* 
curtche as formerly, for that beth fre Defendant Barques, aſwell, as that: 
which the Informers have newly hjred for his -own iuſe, were-all three - 
taken, One'af this Defendants Barques cal'cdrther re being carried to- 
Wexford, andthe,dther a\Catch cafled the {acohmNub/rr, being; carried 
ro the Ille of Afar, Whereupon this Defendant bovchr the. Catch'as: 


24106, 


% 


Gs (E» 
gaine, and provided the Speedwell into the Hares place, both- which doe 
conſtantly attend the States ſervice, as appeareth by both the Maſters 
Oarhs herewith pxclemed,. Y1de the Atidavirs. =} wages, 
wad $* $34 «.-. IT x He | ; 

- 7; Thar-Captain- Rich, did contrat with the State to keep oo 
able Barquesforithcir ſervice only,. but did- keep but-one tor, ſon:gp 
mohths together, yer hath received his whole ttipend tor wo, and that 
one Barque did-ynake hurt. one Voyage.in-the States ſervice from the 30. 
of Septcmber 1.648, to the Cight of A pri! 1.649. And whereas the aid 
Barque>ſhouldatgll-cirzes be in-readineſle for the States lervice, and at 
'no time unballanced, or laden and cumbred with Merchants goods, and 

t whither he had one or two, they ,weie alwaycs unbullatied of pur- 
pot to'take in Merchants goods or Coales for his own belt advantage. . 

Fo tha ſeventh charge this Defendant faith, That he cver kept wo: 
ſufficient Barques for the uſe of the Seatc,. fave only -in.that time that 
both his ſaid Barques were carryed away as afore!aid and then he pro- 
yided two Barques for the ſaid Service-withall the expedition he could, 
bur denyeth that the ſame-were unballanced at any time when there-was 
occaſion to uſe them fer the States lervice, and as to that part of the 
charge concerning taking im of Goods aboard, this Defendant hun.bly. 
offcrerh and faith, that althorgh it bring in no profir to rhe Owner, yet 
it was never denyed the Servant, that whilft. the Barques did attend, 
and before- the Packet came to hand. the' men might take in fore 
Truncks or Goods, which perhaps might produce for their advantage, 
and incouragement, ſonierimes ten ſhillinos, or more o: Iciler as occatran- 
offered ; And che lame wasthe Informers own pratile.in Matter Withe- 
rings tie, when he hired Barques for the Merchants Eectets as by the: 
Contracts may appeare, and thoigh ſomeci.nes, when the Barques goe 
for Cneſter-watert; and the Packets were nor ready, the B:rques-nnghe 
take in ſome Coales to plealure chis Detendant, or fome Friends, yet was 
no prejudice done thereby to the States Service, as by Maſter Wally s- 
Letter to Maſter Froſt, ready io be produced may appeare. 

All which this Defendant by way of anfwer to the ſaid Thtormation: 
humbly offereth to the Gra ve Conlide ation of this Honourable Com-- 
mittce, and humbly cravech the J:dgement thereof, he having always- 
upon all occaſion+uſed his utmoſt diligence to performe the: duty of his 
place, and he having received frequent teſttmomies of his care and fairh-- 


fullnen”e therein, from Lieutenant Generall 7ozes, and alfo from { harls 
Walley the States on this fide, and therefore hopeth, that this Accufarion 
contrived mcerly by rhe Informer to ſupplant this Defendent in his: Im. 
jl>yment ſhall receiyeno fayourable Conſtruction, 

A 3 Right: 


Right Honourable, es | 
"I N addition to what 5s further offered in-whir ney Letvore of «hi 
Date, 1 make bold herein toregreſemt the great neple(t of tranſmit. 
cog hither in wigs time, pas that mag" oy, _ 
is 4 ver at diſadvantage to the ſervice, beſides what - others 
thereby foffr in their private 1 mtereſts, a for paſſages have been 
Et flip whereby we have heard nothing thence ſometime is a month toge= 
ther, During Captain Stephen Rich 11s attendance here, it hath been 0- 
therwiſe, whom 1 defirero be ſpeedily Hiſpa hither for locking after 
-that employment wherein he is Interefſed, he hath beau 0910 very forward 
and dilligent in your ſervice here, therein deſerving much favour ani 
iucouragement, This I make bold tooffer to your Honors Confiter ation 
ropether with what is in my former Letters offered tending to the ad- 

wnntage of the Stat», andtheir Trterefts here, Soremaining, | 


Dublin Novern, 10. Your Honours humble and faithfutl Servans, 
1647. HAub : Toms, 
To the Right Honourable the 


Committee of Lords and Com. 
mons at Derbj-houſle theſe, 


Led 


(7) 
Nono Die menfis Nevembris, Anno Dom. 1648. 


ay it Pleaſe your H ononry, RS | NAP 
NC 0 FE mbolenmmerare fubferibed having all goof e:re- 
+ rience ana knowledge of the good Service petfprmed 
e parts for che Farlia- 


Caprain Stephen Rich, in 
-":*:<," ! A who hath been much employed and wuſied 
therein; Doe humby Cercifie, That inthe time of our tedious Leiglre ar 
' Cheſter, being necelſitaredot a Veſſell to guard the River againtt the Ci- 
'ry withour which wee could ndthave kept che City from relicke; Wee 
intreated Caprain Richto furnith 2 Galiy tpectily which be luddenty 
-performed, by vg. yy trimming up of an old:Bottome of a Vellelt, 
And for the defrayirig the Charge thereof, Directions was tent toxth. to 
the Sequeſirators of Fxrat! hnadred, who having not moneys in thetr 
handsto pay for the fame, the ſaid: Caprtain' out .of his gocd affetion 
and forwardneſle to: the ſervice, layed out his ewn money, and bought all 
neceffaries thereto, as Dates, Iron Boults, Anchors,Cablrs, Sayles, Ropes, 
Maſts, Pitch, Tarce, and Oacum, cauted his own Carpenter to work up- 
on her, befides his own extraordinary care and paines therein , Fitted 
hkewife abont thirty men aboard wich Armes, Ordnance, Powder and 
Shott, withour any charge at all to a Country, and as yet hath not re- 
ceived for all his Lid extraordinary colt, care, and pames, any. fatisfaRtion. 
towards his faid disburfments; As by the Certificate from the Seque(tra- 
tors to whom our Warrantafareſaid was directed appeareth, belides, hee 
was very faithfull and Serviceable with his men upon the Land, both - 
when we made our Barterie; againſt the City walls, and ftorming the 
ſane, to the hazard of his own life, and lofle of lome of his men, As alſo 
at al{ other times when he was required did much good fervice, by ma-- 
naging and maintaining the Bridge of Boats over the River, which was 
very advantageous to the preſent Service ; For all which, as he aftrmerh' 
10-45, and wee-verilybelicue bath nor received any ſatisfaction, And we 
make bold further to certifie, that in all the time of his very ncere rhree 
rs ſervice, we neyer had avy complaint of the Countrey of any injury. 
done by him or his men, So that we can do no leffe, his ſervice being ſuch, 
and charge fo great bur repreſent it ro your Honours, Humbly [caving tus 
merits and rewards unto your more mature confideration, 


T be.Stanley, William Daneis. 
Robert Dackenfield, | Roger Wilbraham, vid. 
F:Bruen,. - Ro.Gregge. 


Hewry Birkhemd; \ Edward Bradſhaw. | 
TO _ Worthy 


"*% L 


[($) 
Worthy Sir, TP OR I [2 
'F Heſe L inc: are.onely to proſent ”y thavks ard fer vice ks you, 


_. 


. I htavivythe tnity of fo” ooh conmveJance, as the A 
my Dad pry Ce Seken Rich, ove that i all thetime 
of my employment, I have obſerved, that at all timet, upon 

all occaſions, for the publick, Service of the Staze, and to expedite the Ser 

vice of Ireland. +0 wan more wwduftrious and forward then he, and ſince 
he had the abſolute irtereſt and command of the Poſk Barques. For the 

* (onveyaxce of the States Packets, there hath been no neglect or loſſe of 

time, nor-cauſe of Complaint and if hu cccaſions may have the countenance 

. of your favour : 1 preſume the merit of his er vice will be your in- 

- dacement to dee him good, Sir, I confeſſe, 1 at too prodigall of your 

favour, and too uncivill to trouble you for-my ſelfe and friends, but 1 
preſume your goodneſſe will forgive it in him that will gver remains 


16-Auguſt 1649. 'q ” moſt thank-full faithfull 
ervang, 


Cha.Walley. 


For my moſt worthy friend Gualter Froft Eſquire, 
| Secretary tothe right Honourable, the gxe 
Councell of State, 


% 


